Math Strategies for Addition and Subtraction
Addition Strategies

Zero Rule
Counting On 1, 2, or 3

Flip-flop

Doubles
Doubles

Near Doubles

Partners to 10

Make 10

Subtraction Strategies

Zero Rules
Counting Back 1, 2, or 3

Using a 10 Frame

Addition Knowledge

Strategy: When one of the numbers is 0, nothing changes.


See: 7 + 0 = ____				See: 0 + 4 = ___


Think: Nothing changes so the		Think: Nothing changes so the


answer is 7.					answer is 4.





Strategy: When one of the numbers is 1, 2, or 3, start with the greater number and count on.


See: 6 + 2 = ____				See: 3 + 9 = ___


Think: 6 . . . 7, 8					Think: 9 . . . 10, 11, 12	








Strategy: In addition, when you flip-flop the numbers the answer is the same.


See: 9 + 2 = ____				See: 3 + 5 = ___


Think: 2 + 9 = 11, so 9 + 2 = 11		Think: 5 + 3 = 8, so 3 + 5 = 8	








Strategy: When the numbers are the same, think of a picture. 


See: 7 + 7 = ___				See: 8 + 8 = ___


Think: days in 2 weeks			Think: boxes of crayons








Strategy: Think of the doubles for one of the numbers and then add or subtract 1.


See: 7 + 8 = 				


Think: 7 + 7 = 14; because 8 is 1 more than 7, the answer is 1 more than 14 (15) or	


8 + 8 = 16; because 7 is 1 less than 8, the answer is 1 less than 16 (15)





Strategy: When one of the numbers is 7, 8, or 9, make 10 and add the extras.


See: 7 + 4 = ___				See: 3 + 9 = ____


Think: 7 + 3 = 10				Think: 9 + 1 = 10


         10 + 1 = 11				         10 + 2 = 12








Strategy 1: When you take away 0, nothing changes. 


Strategy 2: When you take away everything, the answer is 0.


See: 7 - 0 = ____				See: 4 - 4 = ___


Think: Nothing changes so the		Think: Take away everything, 0 is left. answer is 7.				





Strategy: When one of the numbers is 1, 2, or 3, start with the greater number and count back.


See: 6 - 2 = ____				See: 9 - 3 = ___


Think: 6 . . . 5, 4				Think: 9 . . . 8, 7, 6	








Strategy: When subtracting from 9 or 10, think of a ten-frame.


See: 10 - 4 = ___				See: 9 - 4 = ____


Think: Fill a ten-frame.			Think: Fill a ten-frame.


Take away 4.  6 are left.			Take away 4. 5 are left.








Strategy: Think about what number


See: 9 – 3 = ___				See: 7 - 5 = ____


Think: 3 + __ = 9?				Think: 5 + __ = 7?


The answer is 6.				The answer is 2.











